 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
Agenda for Parish Council Meeting 7 July 2026 
Dear Councillors,

You are summoned to attend a Meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council at 7pm on Tuesday 7 July 2026 at Capenhurst Court, Urenco CH1 6ER.

In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press are welcome to attend. Please note that the Parish Council does not record its council meetings but is aware that outside bodies may do so and may share them publicly; by joining this meeting, you are agreeing to this.

The Council’s Standing Orders apply to this meeting.

Mike A Jones

Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

29 June 2026

	Date
	7th July 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Invited Attendees
	Ann Clowes (Chair), Tania Foster (Vice Chair), Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Cllr Tracey Royle, Cllr. Phil Housley, Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davis, Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Representatives from Urenco – Laura Johnson, Laura Gregory, Sophie Wright.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Please bring photo ID to gain Admittance and inform the clerk of your attendance.


	1
	Procedural Matters:
-i. Apologies

-ii. Communication 
-iii. Declarations of Interest
-iv. Minutes from meetings 5 May 2026. Included for information as one report is awaited. (attached, pages 3-11)
-v. Matters arising from notes from the last meeting
-vi. Resignations & vacancies (if any)
-vii. To note dates of Future Meetings & Locations:
1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone

3 November 2026 at Urenco

-viii. Notice of any urgent AOB
	MJ


	2
	Visiting Officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley
	

	3
	Urenco Update
	LJ

	4
	Members Interest forms – distribution and completion update
	MJ

	5
	Training – Review-New Councillors and refreshers
	

	6
	Police Group – feedback

- i. New PC/PCSO meetings

-ii. Community Cohesion Group

-iii. Police & Crime Commissioner update
	PH

	7
	PC Surgery feedback- review timings
	All

	8
	Community Engagement
- i. Correspondence from Members of the Public – Penfold residents’ letter (attached, pages 12-16)
-ii. Members of the public speaking time.

-iii. Internet/Website/Facebook
	

	9
	 Events

-i. Proposals for future events
	

	10
	Planning:
- i. New Planning Applications (attached, pages 17-18)
- ii. Planning Sub Committee Report
	

	11
	Finance:
-i. Income received

-ii. Payments made

-iii. Earmarked Reserves and Proposed expenditure

-iv. Proposal to produce a budget for 2027 events spending in November’s committee meeting.
	

	12
	Emergency Plan – update
	

	13
	Members Information
To note that the following communications have been circulated:

-i. CHALC- e mails circulated

-ii. NALC- e mails circulated

-iii. Training- e mails circulated

-iv. Police Constable Report (attached, page 19)
	

	14
	Members Information Speaking Time
- Councillors

1) letter to Capenhurst Sports Club
	AC

	15
	Meeting closes
	


	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 


Annual Meeting of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council
Tuesday 5th May 2026
Minutes
1. Procedural matters
(a) Apologies. To receive apologies for absence. 
No apologies for absence were received.

(b) Declarations of interest.  For Councillors to declare any interests in matters on the agenda of the Annual General Meeting.
No declarations of interests were made.

(c) Approval of minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025. 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council held on Tuesday 6th May 2025 be agreed as a trued record and signed by the Chair. 

(d) Chair’s Report. 

The Chair gave her report for the previous year, which included:

· recognition of the volunteering which Councillors do 

· changes in membership including the resignations of Councillors Mark Brassington and Tracey Royle, the welcoming of Phil Housley as a new Councillor

· clerk changes as Pippa Martin was welcomed but later left, and Mike Jones started

· Continued liaison with Urenco

· Planning matters including applications considered by the Planning Group 

· meetings and increased attendance by public including Saturday surgeries

· Networking and liaison with Cheshire West and Chester Council and other Parish Councils

· consultations with major schemes

· Website developments 

· notice boards updating

· thanks to the Vice Chair and RFO

(e) Responsible Finance Officer’s Report. [FULL VERSION AWAITED]
>(asked for copy 0605) Cllr Foster – good year – precept same level. Tightened financial protocols with suggestions and advice from internal auditor. 

10 proposals: 1) remain with internal auditor John Henry @ JDH business services (Joyce seconded) 2) pay his invoice up to £500 (Francis second) 3) pay external auditor fees if needed up to £500 (Phil second), 4) pay for scribe accounts package – about £35 a month (Joyce), 5) continue to pay for website and individual email addresses (JD) 6) pay for insurance of 393.26 from 18 June (Joyce), 7) pay Diane Malley for payroll services 8) pay clerk with review as part of budget discussions (Joyce), 9) AGAR (Phil, agreed), 10) apply for exemption from external audit (agreed)

(f) Current Chair and Vice Chair stand down. 

Councillor Ann Clowes stood down as Chair and Councillor Tania Foster stood down as Vice Chair. 

The Clerk conducted the next item. 

(g) To elect a Chair for the year 2026/27. 
The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Chair.

Councillor Christine Pemberton nominated Councillor Ann Clowes. This was seconded by Councillor Joyce Tomlinson.

There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Ann Clowes be appointed Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

Councillor Ann Clowes resumed the role of Chair at the meeting.

(h) To elect a Vice-Chair for the year 2026/27.  

The Clerk invited nominations for the role of Vice Chair. 

Councillor Joyce Tomlinson nominated Councillor Tania Foster. This was seconded by Councillor Ann Clowes.

There were no other nominations.

RESOLVED: Councillor Tania Foster be appointed Vice Chair for the Civic Year 2026/2027. 

(i) Elect groups/areas of responsibility. Groups consider and discuss details on particular issues, so that the Council may make informed decisions and actions (previously planning group, events group, highways liaison, school liaison, police liaison). 

RESOLVED: That the following groups and responsibilities of Councillors be noted:

Planning Group – Councillors Phil Housley, Christine Pemberton, Joyce Tomlinson, Tania Foster, Ann Clowes. 

Events Group – Councillors Jamie Davies, Tania Foster and 4 members of the public – being Katy Oakley, Anne-Marie from Dunkirk Lane, Chloe Cotterell and Kirsty Ali

Highways and Litter Picking – Councillors Gareth Baker, Collette Francis

Schools - Councillor Pemberton

Police – Councillor Phil Housley 
Notice Boards – Councillor Pemberton

(j) Agreement of policies:

RESOLVED: That the following policies be agreed for 2026/2027:

1. Financial Regulations 2019 

2. Transparency Code 

3. Standing Orders 

4. Member code of conduct 

5. Risk Assessment 

6. Resilience Plan

(k) Date of next Annual Meeting – Tuesday 18th May 2027, at village hall

The meeting ended at 7.35 pm

	Date
	5th May 2026

	Time
	7.45pm

	Attendees
	Councillor (Cllr) Ann Clowes (Chair), Cllr Tania Foster (Vice Chair and joint Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davies, Cllr Colette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson.

Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley, Mike Jones (Secretary and joint Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)) 

Members of the public – Hassan Ali, Bob and Carol Davies, Mike Farwell, David Francis, Deborah Housley.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Village Hall 


Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
Minutes

	1
	Procedural Matters:
- Apologies for absence
It was noted that Tracey Royle had intended to be present but had given apologies as she was away.

- Communication – to note significant communications
It was noted that communications from the Peak Cluster proposed pipeline had been circulated.

- Declaration of Interest – for Members to declare interests in any matters on the agenda
It was noted that most Councillors would be affected by the peak Cluster scheme (item 9).

- Approval of minutes from Council meeting held on 3 March 2026
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 3 March 2026 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

- Matters arising from notes from the last meeting inc graffiti
The response from Network Rail concerning the graffiti on the railway bridge was noted, that as the graffiti is not offensive nor obscene they would not attend to clear it.

Cllr Simon Eardley had cleared the graffiti on the Capenhurst name sign.

- Resignations & vacancies inc Ledsham vacancy for decision
It was noted that there was a vacancy for a Ledsham Councillor following the resignation of Mark Brassinngton. Following advertisement of this vacancy, no candidates came forward which allowed for co-option by the Parish Council. Following further advertisement, one person applied which was ex-Councillor Tracey Royle. 

Members voted unanimously for her co-option to the Parish Council.

RESOLVED: That Tracey Royle be co-opted to fill the Ledsham Councillor post on the Parish Council. 

- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations for noting:
The dates for surgery and future meetings for 2026 were noted as:

6 June for surgery at village hall 

7 July 2026 at Urenco 

1 September 2026 at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone

3 November 2026 at Urenco

- Notice of any urgent AOB
Cllr Christine Pemberton asked to raise two issues:

1. Thefts in the village 

2. playing field 

Cllr Joyce Tomlinson asked to speak about Peak Cluster

Cllr Tania Foster asked to speak about Scottish Power and power cuts.
	AC
All


	2
	Visiting Officers:
CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley gave the following updates:
· It was good to be part of the litter picking session on 27th March. Many thanks to everyone who contributed to a very positive (if slightly depressing owing to the volume of litter collected) morning across the parish.

· Capenhurst village signs off Dunkirk Way. This was an action from the January 2026 meeting for me to ask CWaC to undertake the cleaning of graffiti on these signs. In the end I determined to do it myself as likely to be quicker and easier. The situation is much improved.

· Peak Cluster. As part of the Conservative Group on the Council, I called for an Extraordinary Council meeting to consider the Peak Cluster project in order to pass a motion expressing opposition to it. This meeting took place on 21st April 2026 and the motion was passed with near unanimous cross-party support. This sets out that the Council is not in favour of the project and this has been followed up with a letter to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero setting out our position. This project will ultimately be determined at a national level, but the Council is taking a robust line and I will expect it to continue to honour that position. I am in the process of arranging a community meeting on the project which will focus particularly on the Saughall and Mollington Ward. More details will be provided in due course. Read more about my position and the EGM here: www.simoneardley.uk/news/cheshire-west-and-chester-conservatives-motion-opposing-peak-cluster-project-passes-near
· Ledsham village – designation of one of the lanes as ‘Blue Duck Lane.’ We have discussed this previously and I will follow up the request to undertake this with a note to CWaC to seek their thoughts and next steps to move it forward.

· Capenhurst Lane potholes. Some patch repairs have been undertaken in several locations, but the road continues to deteriorate. At this stage it will be necessary to just continue reporting areas where potholes appear as no full structural resurfacing of the remainder of this lane is planned in the near future.

· Community speedwatch. Residents raise with me on a frequent basis their concerns relating to speeding in the villages. It has been suggested that we establish a ‘Community Speedwatch’ campaign in the area which will need volunteer support. I am prepared to provide funds from my CWaC Member Budget, perhaps to the purchase of a ‘speed gun’ to help with this. It will be necessary though to appoint a co-ordinator, organise training and then get an active rota in place.

· On behalf of Cllr Housley, I logged concerns regarding traffic safety at the A550 / Ledsham Road junction. A response from CWaC is awaited and will be circulated in due course.

· Saughall pharmacy. Although not in the parish, it is possible that some residents access pharmacy services from the Church Road, Saughall site. There was a recent hiatus in service provision owing to a change of operator, but this is now resolved and the service should be back to normal and operational. If anyone has a concern, I can assist in clarifying further.

· A number of planning matters remained to be resolved, including at Brookfield (Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst), Laurels Farm (Ledsham) and ‘The Hayloft’ (Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst). On the latter I have requested an update from CWaC Planning around what action they expect to take here. I will relay this to parish councillors when received.

· Outstanding matters – Capenhurst ‘play’ meeting remains to be organised. I will look to resolve this in the near future.

· Joint surgery – I will be pleased to support the session arranged for 06 June 2026 at Capenhurst Village Hall.

· The parish is benefiting from the support of a new PCSO, Chris(tine) Hogan. She can be contacted via email: christine.hogan@cheshire.police.uk
· Planning policy matters generally. I continue to raise concerns regarding changes to national planning policy and the implications of this for villages like Capenhurst and Ledsham. A recent article on this subject which I put together recently can be accessed here: www.simoneardley.uk/news/planning-policy-changes-and-impact-villages-saughall-mollington-ward
· Miscellaneous reports / issues:

· Ledsham Lane edge deterioration, logged on 30/03/26. Ref. CE819661251.

· Further Ledsham Lane / Rectory Lane edge deterioration, logged on 30/03/26. Ref. CE819662551.

· Following a surgery session last year, I asked CWaC to consider whether a mirror to assist with traffic visibility on Capenhurst Lane (beyond the area where Malpas Tractors formerly operated from) might be installed. A response was received which advised this was not recommended. The residents who raised the matter with me have been informed.

· Speeding concerns – Ledsham village. I have been in correspondence with a resident of Ledsham regarding issues on Chapel House Lane. The points raised were taken up with Cheshire Police and specifically a road safety officer. The reply received as follows on the points raised: “A general concern about speeding vehicles is not an unfamiliar complaint across the County.  Like [CWaC] Highways we do have to prioritise, and normally base that on solid data such as the RTC history of a location.  Where the harm is happening being where we need to focus our resources.  Below is data for 25 years of RTCs (2000-2025) showing only 1 slight injury single vehicle RTC from 2019 on Chapel Lane.  The comparison to other busier roads and junctions is clear. The Ledsham Village area has low levels of traffic and a consequence of that is that traffic is rarely impeded.  As you point out, one might suspect the road conditions would play a role in restraining the quicker traffic. I’m sure [PC Barnett] will look to give some attention but the nature of most of the roads being narrow, rural in character and with no or minimal verges options for enforcement will be very limited.”

	SE

	3
	Update from Urenco

No one present from Urenco so this item was postponed to the next meeting. 


	LJ

	4
	Members Interest forms
Update on their submission and publication

The Clerk informed Members that all forms had been received. They would be added to the website and notified to CWaC, where the Monitoring Officer retained a copy. It was noted that they could be changed at any time and may be requested on a regular basis, at the least after an election.

The Clerk also informed Members that a further development of the website would be the addition of a short profile from each Councillor if they were willing. They would be contacted for this in the near future. 


	MJ

	5
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
Hassan Ali raised the issue of parking around Capenhurst CE Primary School around the start and end of the school day. The PCSO had been sent information. 

Councillor Phil Housley offered to check up with the PCSO and Councillor Christine Pemberton offered to check with the school.

Mike Farwell updated the Council on the drainage issue around the Mill View farm area as discussed at the last meeting. There was one small section of drain left to be cleared which the Brough Council should tackle, which would enable Capenhurst to be linked via Powey Lane for first time in at least 40 years. Water levels had reduced considerably already and he feels that the previously waterlogged land had drained. 


	JP

	6
	Planning:
- New Planning Applications 
Planning applications notified to the Parish Council had been shared with all Councillors and some had been considered by the Planning Group. It was noted that we now had access to the Gmail account which was no longer used, and some older applications had been discovered there and shared. 

- Planning group Report
The Group had met and would meet again to discuss the Laurels Farm application. 


	 All
TF

	7
	Finance: to note and discuss:
Councillor Tania Foster gave the financial report 
The bank balance stood at £18,864.12 following the receipt of the Precept and some funds which required spending. 

The first steps had been achieved in changing the bank signatories to remove Jo Pemberton 

Until Mike could access the Bank Account and Scribe, Councillor Tania Foster would continue to arrange bill payment. 

- Income received since the last meeting
The Precept of £5,500 had been received. 

There had also been a payment from CWaC of 3,576,72 for Community Infrastructure Levy from the Oakcroft development. It had to be used for specific purposes which were broadly:

a. the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or

b. anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area.

Infrastructure is defined as:

Social infrastructure: e.g. art and culture, sports halls, education, health, social care, emergency services, community centres, village halls

Physical infrastructure: e.g. pavements, cycleways, flood defences, highways, transport links

Green infrastructure: e.g. play areas, public open space, woodlands

- Payments made since the last meeting

£34.80 for accounting package

£54.08 for IT which will increase for an additional email for the new Councillor. 

There were invoices for training [DO WE HAVE AMOUNTS?].

- Proposed expenditure
The discretionary funding from (CWaC) Cllr Simon Eardley’s was to be spent on a new planter. 


	 TF


	8
	Members Information
To note that regular newsletters and relevant information were circulated to Councillors, including from ChALC (Cheshire Association of Local Councils), NALC (National Association of Local Councils) and training bodies.


	All

	9
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors
Cllr Christine Pemberton raised two issues:

1. Thefts in the village, following two reported incidents including a bike stolen by 3 lads. The Village Hall shed had been interfered with too but not opened and the School shed was broken into. All were encouraged to be vigilant and inform the police of any incidents. 

2. Playing field access on Capenhurst Lane. There had been a recent football competition where a coach had parked on the pavement, obstructing both the pavement and road, and was accompanied by lots of cars. The access to the sports field was insufficient. Urenco had promised a new entrance but had not materialised. It was noted that Sport England had rejected access plans, and it was noted that Urenco own the sports field, with about 29-year lease by the sports club. 

The Clerk would write to the Sports and Social Club and Urenco to investigate an alternative entrance.

Cllr Joyce Tomlinson spoke about the Peak Cluster project. She and the Chair had attended a liaison meeting but with little practical responses, thought they noted that there would be restoration and agreements for any works. A report from the event was awaited and would be circulated. The pipeline had a 40-year lifespan and was due to import some CO2 as it would be the only place in Europe to store the CO2. The decision about the pipeline was due in 2029. There was a deadline of 8 May for objections. The Clerk would produce a basic letter for embellishment and sending.

Cllr Tania Foster raised the issue of Scottish Power. There had been a power cut in the village and an elderly disabled man had been stuck in an electrically powered rising chair. He had not been notified despite being on their priority list. She asked that Scottish Power be reminded of their responsibilities of notifications to the community, especially their priority list. The people are on priority list but are not notified. The Clerk would draft a letter. 

Cllr Phil Housley raised the issue of his lane in Ledsham village not being named which caused difficulties with postage. He suggested that the Parish Council investigate having it named, possibly after a pub which used to be on the site – the Blue Duck or Puddle Duck Lane. He would investigate.

- Visiting Members 
There were no additional items to raise.
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	Meeting closes 8.38pm. 

	


14th June 2026
The Chair and Members of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council
Re: Community Concerns, Community Cohesion and Future Representation within Capenhurst
Dear Parish Councillors,
I am writing on behalf of a number of residents of Penfold Close, Capenhurst.
Firstly, we would like to express our sincere thanks for the Parish Council’s support and engagement regarding planning application 25/03799/FUL. We appreciate the time and consideration given to the matter and believe that the Local Planning Authority ultimately reached the correct decision. Many residents were reassured by the outcome, and your support throughout the process has not gone unnoticed.
Before continuing, we would like to make clear that the purpose of this letter is not to revisit or challenge the planning process, nor is it intended as a personal criticism of any individual. Rather, it is submitted in the interests of community cohesion, good governance, transparency and rebuilding positive relationships within the village. Our collective hope is that lessons can be learned from recent events and that we can move forward together in a manner that benefits all residents.
Capenhurst is a village that many of us are proud to call home. Its rural character, strong sense of community and peaceful environment are qualities that residents value greatly. Unfortunately, the events surrounding the above planning application have created significant tensions within the community, resulting in divisions that many residents find deeply regrettable.
Whilst disagreements can arise in any community, particularly where planning matters and property boundaries are concerned, it is important that decisions are made transparently, respectfully and with consideration for the wider impact on neighbours and the community as a whole. In the interests of providing context and encouraging a constructive path forward, we believe it is important to outline the sequence of events that has led to the current situation.
Timeline of Events
June 2024
A barn was erected at Brook Farm. Following review of the associated application, residents raised concerns regarding the accuracy of information provided and the location in which the structure was erected. Questions were also raised regarding the scale of the building in relation to its stated agricultural use.

November 2025
The applicant resigned from their position as a Parish Councillor for Capenhurst and Ledsham.

January 2026
A planning application was submitted seeking permission to convert the barn into a residential dwelling. Residents directly affected by the proposal were not contacted by the applicant and only became aware of the application through their own enquiries. Upon review, a number of residents believed there to be inconsistencies within the submitted documentation.

18 January 2026
A post was published within the Capenhurst & Ledsham Facebook group to raise awareness of the application amongst residents. The post was subsequently removed after concerns were raised regarding its content. Residents felt the post was intended solely to inform the community of the application and encourage participation in the planning process.

18 January 2026
A WhatsApp group was established for residents affected by the application to share information and discuss the proposal. The group was intended to provide a forum for residents to communicate openly and coordinate their responses to the planning application.

1 March 2026
A disagreement occurred between residents and the applicant following activity near the rear boundaries of neighbouring properties in preparation for the installation of a new fence.

5 March 2026
A substantial fence was erected along the boundary adjacent to a number of residential properties. Residents expressed concern regarding its visual impact, its compatibility with the rural character of the area and whether all relevant planning requirements had been satisfied. Concerns were also raised regarding the structural condition of sections of the fence following adverse weather.

April – May 2026
Further disagreements occurred between residents and the applicant, contributing to a deterioration in neighbourly relations and increasing tensions within the community.

11 June 2026
The Local Planning Authority refused planning application 25/03799/FUL, concluding that the barn constituted unlawful development. Residents understand that further consideration may now be given regarding enforcement action and the future status of the structure.

Looking Forward
Residents are aware that the applicant may seek to return to a position within the Parish Council in the future.
We respectfully ask that any such application be considered carefully and objectively, taking into account not only previous contributions to village life but also the impact that recent events have had upon community relations. The role of a Parish Councillor carries significant responsibility and requires the confidence, trust and respect of the residents they represent.
Whilst acknowledging that the applicant has previously contributed positively to village discussions, including proposals, and planning of community events, many residents feel that recent events have significantly undermined confidence in their suitability for a representative role at this time.
Residents also have concerns regarding the applicant’s continued role as an administrator of the Capenhurst & Ledsham Facebook group. As the group serves as a key source of information and discussion for many village residents, it is important that it is administered in a manner that is, and is seen to be, fair, impartial and representative of the wider community. Given the disagreements and concerns that have arisen in relation to recent planning matters, some residents feel that confidence in the applicant’s ability to fulfil this role impartially has been diminished.
We would therefore respectfully ask that consideration be given to appointing alternative or additional administrators who are independent of recent disputes, thereby helping to ensure transparency, balanced moderation and continued trust in this important community resource. We believe such an approach would help restore confidence and promote a more inclusive environment for all residents.
As the Parish Council considers future appointments, we would encourage consideration of candidates from across the village, including Penfold Close. Residents would welcome greater representation and involvement in local decision-making, helping to ensure that all parts of the community feel included and heard. We are aware of individuals within the village who would be willing and capable of serving in such a role should opportunities arise.
Questions and Requests from Residents
In addition to the above, residents would be grateful for the Parish Council’s views on the following matters:
Community Planting and Maintenance
Would residents be permitted to undertake planting, landscaping or general improvements to communal green spaces within the village? If so, what permissions or processes would be required?

Boundary Fence and Restoration of the Landscape
Residents remain concerned about the recently erected fence and its impact upon the character of the area. Many feel it is out of keeping with the rural environment that has been enjoyed by residents and local wildlife for many years.

As discussions continue regarding the future of the unlawful barn, residents would welcome consideration of whether the fence could also be removed, either voluntarily by the applicant or through appropriate processes where justified. Many believe that restoring the area to its previous condition would help rebuild community goodwill, enhance the rural character of the village and support local biodiversity.
Conclusion
Capenhurst has long been a village known for its strong community spirit and neighbourly values. It is our sincere hope that, following a difficult and divisive period, steps can now be taken to rebuild trust, improve communication and restore the positive atmosphere that residents have enjoyed for many years.
This letter is submitted in a constructive spirit and with a genuine desire to support the future wellbeing of our village. We believe that transparency, accountability and fair representation are essential to maintaining public confidence in both community groups and local governance.
Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to hearing your views on the matters raised and working constructively together for the benefit of the wider community.
Yours faithfully,
Karl Astle
On behalf of residents of Penfold Close, Capenhurst

Supported by residents of Penfold Close and submitted in the interests of community cohesion, transparency, good governance and the long-term wellbeing of Capenhurst.
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Mr Karl Astle

16., Penfold Close

Capenhurst

CH1 6HJ                                                                                                   22nd  June 2026

Dear Karl,

Thank you for your e mail which we received last week.

You address several points which we will reply to in turn.

Thank you for recognising that the Parish Council Planning Group have dealt with this application in a totally unbiased way. This is the way we deal with all applications. 

Any future developments relating to this application will be dealt with in accordance with our strict protocol.

We agree that both Capenhurst and Ledsham villages have a strong sense of community pride and a strong wish that this continues.

That said, the Parish Council does not get involved with neighbourhood disputes and we would hope that such issues can be settled amicably to retain village harmony.

With regard to your timeline, there is an error in your statement regarding June 2024.

The barn was erected at Brookfield, not Brook Farm.

As explained in our message on the 18th January, the Facebook post was removed as the applicant felt intimidated and bullied by the post. I removed it, not the applicant.

Two of the rules for the Capenhurst & Ledsham Community page are:

1) to be kind and courteous.

2) No hate speech or bullying.

 It had nothing to do with the applicant’s former position on the Parish Council. It had everything to do with the perception of bullying which is not to be tolerated from anyone.

With regard to the erection of fencing along the boundary adjacent to a number of residential properties, as far as we are aware, there has been no breach of any planning regulations by the erection of this fence.

As for your comments concerning the C&L Community Facebook page, this is not a concern of the Parish Council. The Parish Council has its own Facebook page.

The Parish Council has recently advertised for applicants to fill the vacancy of Parish Councillor for Capenhurst, following the resignation of Tracey Royle, in November. A member of the community, Phil Housley, applied and was successfully voted on to the PC as Councillor for Capenhurst.

A second advertisement was made to fill the vacancy of Parish Councillor for Ledsham. Only one application was received, despite it being advertised on two Facebook pages, the PC website, two notice boards and at the Parish Council drop in/surgeries held at the village hall, which were set up following requests from yourself, on behalf of the residents of Penfold Close. 

Applicants from any part of the community would have been considered, but none came forward, except Tracey Royle, who applied and was appointed by fellow councillors to represent Ledsham village.

Cllr. Royle’s re-election will have no bearing whatsoever on the decisions made by the PC on her current planning application. Again, this is down to our strict protocol, which ensure absolute fairness and transparency.

Any suggestions for community planting would need to be presented at a PC meeting. This can be submitted, in advance of the meetings, via e mail to clerk@capenhurstandledsham-pc.gov.uk. 

Residents are encouraged, on a regular basis, to take part in our litter picking events which improve our community spaces and the village environs.

We agree with your sentiments regarding transparency, accountability and fair representation and this should apply to all in the community, not just the Parish Council.

Your Sincerely,

Ann Clowes Cllr.

Chair of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council.

Planning applications since the last meeting:
28 April: 26/00842/FUL. Laurels Farm Parkgate Road Ledsham Chester CH1 6EZ. Single storey side and part single and double storey rear (part retrospective). Please see below for The objection sent on behalf of the Parish Council and the response from the Planning Department:

Dear Sir,

the planning group of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council met today to discuss the application below.

26/00842/FUL Single storey side and part single and double storey rear (part retrospective)|Laurels Farm Parkgate Road Ledsham Chester CH1 6EZ

 

As can be seen below, the date for comments was yesterday, but we did not receive notification about this application until 29th April 2026 despite the fact that Mr Baker had agreed to keep us informed about developments on this site. We read with dismay that the appeal which had asked for the demolition of these unlawful developments has been overturned and now permission is sought for further retrospective planning permission.

We strongly object to this application and what appears to be a total disregard to local planning regulations. Our previous comments to 24/03507/FUL still apply to the current application.  

We request that our objections are noted and in future we would appreciate earlier notifications of planning applications.

 

Kind Regards,

Ann


	Application Received Date
	Mon 16 Mar 2026

	Application Validated Date
	Thu 09 Apr 2026

	Actual Committee Date
	 

	Neighbour Consultation Expiry Date
	Sat 09 May 2026

	Latest Advertisement Expiry Date
	 

	Latest Site Notice Expiry Date
	Tue 12 May 2026


Dear Councillor,

 

Thank you for your email to the Planning inbox, which has been passed to me as the Case Officer.

 

Our Support Team has confirmed that consultations to both the Parish and Ward were sent on the same date (17 April); however, I am not aware of the reason for the delay in your receipt. I will upload your email to the case file, and its contents will be addressed in my report.

 

I have also been in contact with Cllr Eardley, who has raised similar concerns regarding the proposal.

 

For clarity, as you may already be aware, the property was extended without permission, and there is an active enforcement case. The previous retrospective application was refused on two grounds: impact on the openness of the Green Belt and design. Following the refusal, no enforcement action was taken as an appeal was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.

 

Although the appeal was dismissed, the Inspector did not uphold the Green Belt reason for refusal. The only concern raised in the decision related to the flat-roof element of the two-storey extension.

 

Accordingly, the current application must be assessed in light of the issues identified in the appeal decision and the outstanding matter relates to the flat-roof element of the rear extension. The applicants have engaged positively with the Council to achieve an acceptable proposal, and the revised proposal seeks to address this issue.

 

I hope this helps to clarify our position.

Kind regards,

 

Isil Sencar Ertosun

Planning Officer

Development Management
Cheshire West and Chester Borough Council
Police Constable report 29 June 2026
“No incidents to share with the wider community. All appears in good order.”
________________________________________________________________________________

Contact details:

Our contact details are;

Ellie.barnett@cheshire.police.uk (PC Barnett)

07721437927

_______________________________________

Christine.hogan@cheshire.police.uk (PCSO Hogan)

 

Upcoming surgeries:

· Thurs 2nd July 2026 - 18:00hrs (1hr) - Capenhurst & Ledsham village hall (carpark)

· Fri 17th July 2026 - 18:00hrs (1hr) - The Five Villages Hall, Backford (carpark)

· Thurs 30th July 2026 - 19:00hrs (1hr) - The VI, Saughall (carpark)

**IF ANY MEMBERS HAVE SUGGESTIONS FOR SURGERY LOCATIONS AND TIMES, PLEASE DROP ME AN EMAIL 😊**
